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side by side and hand in hand, co-laborers in
the Master's worlke, And veb, to-night, I hear
the women pointedly excluded from the invita-
tion to take part in the exerecises.

There was a little rustle among the people,
and the minister didn't seem to know whether
to look offended or surprised. I knew the Doc-
tor would not stop then, for when hesaid that,
there was a slight indication of the storm
with which T kmew he was almost bursting.

* What reason can there be for such a.course P
Has it been your experience that the words of
women have done you harm? Not so with
me. The best assistance I received at school
was from women. In the larze Bible-class
their questions and remarks were as skillful as
those of men. 1In Sabbath-schools they are
nearly always in the majority as teachers, In
Y. M. C. A, work, where a pride like that of
most men would keep them out, on aceount of
the name, their prayers, their addresses and
their songs are among the most effective agen-
cies. There are women preachers whose work
God honors as much as He does that of men,

" Women have a courage which some men,
cannot even appreciate, much less equal. It
was our .mothers and sisters whose sublime
courage wrought that wonderful temperance
Crusade of 1873, And it was the SAMme women
who followed it up and organized the W, C.
T. U., whose work is becoming all-powerful
and world-wide, This union is organized with
wonderful completeness, national, state, county
and local, with numerous departments, all of-
ficered by women who do their work in a man-
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din. Women were treated then much as
women in India have been up to the present
time. They were always closely veiled in pub-
lie; never spoke to o man on the street; fol-
lowed their hushbands like dogs, and, I have
been told, never even spoke to them until six
months after marriage.  For them to take part
in a public wrangle, therefore, was a gross
viplation of their whole education.

** Now, if these are facts, it is easy to see
that Paul’s injunction had no reference to er-
dinary religious meetings. T suppose théy arve
facts; buf even if they are not, justlook astep
or two further. If we interpret this order
literally and apply it to the churches of to-day,
must we not, perforce, take other things just
as literally? 'We certainly must, and to begin
with, look at the very next verse, I. Cor. 14: 35
It says, *Tf the women will learn anything,
let them ask their husbands at home." Isn’t
this forbidding them to go to church at all?
It must be, for if they went to church they
could learn as much as their husbands—and
more too for that matter—and wouldn't need
to ask them at home. So, now, if Faul told
the women to keep silence in the churches, in
the same breath he told them not to go
there at all, and Paul was too good a lawyer .
to commit such a blunder. So, friends, this
letter to the Corinthians was written specific-
ally to them, and this order had reference to a
specific difficulty, and was not intended for all
ages and all churches,

“* But if any insist on applying 1t literally,
nowadays, they must also apply severul other
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cayings of Paul's in the same way. Tale, for
example, II, Cor, 13:12, ‘(ireet one another
with a holy kiss.” The margm gives four ref-
erences to similar expressions. Was that a
general direction to be followed literally for-
ever? I don’t think we sheuld like that very
well now,—the women at any rate, especially
when meeting men who defile themselves with
tobacco. And yet there is as_ much reason for
living up to it as there is in the case of silence
10 the churches, It simply means be cordial
and respectful.

*“ Again, in the 13th of John, Jesus washes
the disciples’ feet, and tells them to wash one
another’s feeb.  Those who claim that Panl's
direction to the women is to e followed liter-
ally in these days, must, if they are consistent,
interpret the feet-washing in the same way.
No one does that, as the feet are dressed dif-
ferently in different climates, and customs vary;
but the heantiful teaching of serving our fel-
lows will outlast time.

““ Puul also says, I. Tim. 2: 9; T. Peter. 3:3,
that women shall not, braid their hair, nor
wear ornaments.  Shall this be understood
literally? 1f not, why not, as much as the
other?

£ (_'.:'Dl‘ﬂg‘s)]l with the literal applieation, we
find in I.‘I tm, 2:12,° For I suffer not.a woman
to teach.' How would that snit? Mr. Preach-
er. do you forbid these women to teach in your
Sabbath-school? 1f not, you are inexcusably
Inconsistent; for the same authority that tells
them to keep silence in the churches, says ex-
plicitly that they must not teach. {

9

¢ And further, if you wish to he literal,
why, in the name of the commonest sort of
reasoning, aren't yon literal ? Don't the words
read ‘ keep silence'? Can a woman sing who
is keeping silence? By what conceivable dis-
tortion of meaning can you say that keepin
silence allows her te sing but not to speak
You let & woman stand up and sing ¢ Come to
Jesug,” and make no objections. Bubif she
changes the tone of her voice to that of speak-
ing, you suddenly hold up the Bible and tell
her fo keep silence—meaning to male more
noise, by singing instead of speaking. To
what length of unreasonable inconsistency
does this lead ? "

“And then, too, in the matter of teaching.
You let a woman teach a class of ten young
men. She may ask each oneto bring zmot.]_ler,
and so on, until she has a large congregation.
At what point will it appear that she is not
properly %{eeping silence? The Bl_blel makes
no distinction between teaching in Sunday-
school and in church, even if you do. )

¢ And here is a point which T thinkyon will
admit has some foree: itis common to urge re-
cent converts to speak, on accountof the benefit
to themselves in this publie :1ckn0}\'le(1g111f‘n_t,
and to comply with Christ’s direction that His
followers should aclmowledge Him lefore
men, if they would have Him acknowledge
them before His Father in Heaven. Is there
anything in this? Js it an advantage thus tnl
testify for Jesus? Does it help the sou]' ﬂ:ml
beget Christian courage and zeal, to ‘beh
your friends of your change of Leart an
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purpose? You say, Yes; and 1 ask, [s the
need auy greater for men than for women?
And would you dare, for one moment, to say
that Jesus gave this direction to men only?
And would you dare accuse Paul of any such
inconsistency, when he says that in Christ there
is neither bond nor free, male nor female, but
all are one? T ean scarcely eommand patience
to present this matter in quiet argument, it
is so0 self-evident to me, and yet those who
never look into it need to be shown the real at-
titnde of the Bible.

“‘Just here is a point for the literalists, and
is every whit as good as some of their argu-
ments; Christ says we must aclkmowledge Him
before men, How can women do it if you for-
bid them to speak in a meeting when a man
happens to be present? And where is your
authorify for having men acknowledge Him
before women ? .

*No, no, friends; I believe we all think, in
our hearts, that these Bible rules are intended
for us to follow in spirif, and not necessarily
in letter. Many of them are based on customs
of the time when they were written, and are
obviously not appropriate for us.” y

We had lately heard the evangelist, Dr.
Munhall, on this subject, and T could see that
he was using his ideas, principally, t:hOlI{_.,’h
more briefly, in different words, and with ad-
ditions of his own:

““But public speaking by women can be de-
tended even by literal translations. Mother
Anna spoke in the temple to all who were
there (Luke 2:38), and the women of Samaria

11

went about the streets telling of Christ (John
4:928). Philip's four daughters publicly ex-
pounded the Seriptures (Acts 21: 8, 9). Several
women are mentioned in Romans 16 as hay-
ing done public work, among whom Phebe is
called a ‘servant of the church,” which means
that she worked in the church. In Philippians
4:3, Paul speaks of women who worked with
him in the Gospel. Andin Galatians3:28, he
says directly that in Christ there is neither
bond nor free, male nor female, t-hus‘at zhsrtrolte
placing the sexes on a perfect equality. [‘l}ere
is a place in 1. Corinthians (11:5) where Paul
speals of a widow's praying, or rophesying,
as if it were no unusual thing, ut, rather a
matter of course. In fact, he gives directions
for her dress during these exercises, which
would be a very illogical act if he forbade hl(l:r
to take part in them.. Aquilla and Priscilla
instructed Apollos in the very t{l’ur}gslhti _Wi,l.s
preaching about (Acts 18: 26). This, m;;
shows that women took Em‘t jn religious mee
ings in Panl's time, whether they do now 9}11:
not. But there is one other point, amd‘]_ wi
stop. Do those who ‘except the women fro%Jn
invitations to take part én chur.c'ili ;ﬁa:&gis?, ob-
ject to having them sent as massiond
]uhey do they %u-e eonsistent, and [ ﬁnd no fai;‘J]E
with them on this particular poin. Bu 1cl
they are willing to let women go abroad dfim
reach and teach among foreigners, inelu hn_g
Ea’lf_-civilizef’l men, while they object to {1’ ecllr
doing the same thing among their k%m rfh y
and even in their own parlors, t-hen._féﬂyr =
very climax of extravagant inconslstency i
reached.”
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shall not say a word about religion when a man
hears her.

“Now, if you are not ashamed of the unrea-
sonableness, the inconsistency, the Fharisai-
cal complacency of the ground you have ocen-
pied, you must be made of cast iron. Let
my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth
in a meeting where my wife' voice is
not as welcome as my own! Rather, let me
stay away from that meeting altogether!

“Oh, my sainted mother! Would God you
were here to-night, that I might kneel at your
feet and hear from those sweet lips the blessed
story of Jesus and His love! Would to God a
spirit like yours might permeate every path-
ering of His children! Weuld to God'T eonld
lead a life of such usefulness as to be' worthy
such a lofty example as yours! But, thanksto
His Holy name, Iean bring my dear ones with
me to that blessed country on high, where
sorrows ure not lmown, and whose associations
give ever-increasing. joy!"*

He could not keep Dack the tears, and T he:
lieve half the andience cried, too. He walked
quickly down the aisle, and out of the room—
1 slipping after him. I glanced Lack and saw
the minister lifting his hands for the people to
rise and be dismissed. T took my hushand’s
arm, and we strode along withonf speaking a
word. He is always a little embarrassed when
he hasshown any feeling. The hotel parlor he-
ing empty, we sat down there, when he loolked
at me with a smile that betrayed a tonch of his
leve of the humorous, and asked, “Did [ SaY
anything very bad?'"" Before I could answer

i5
I:(_?tkeiarrl_ steps, and then the young ministe
m1 ]1 ad}mnt .fau;c, rushed in‘and seized both
“ch}m-; and’s hands, and  hurst out with,
il Frc rl%}lp, every way! I'm glad you did
sc:xcnc;(')‘]‘n s bime forth T shal) obey my con-
Nt hardly know what he said, as
e 01;31;?:]?1:111 & then; but I know that nearly
L £r a1 Fo e ‘ o
o c]xattereflf?;g!%}q?;: (;\_\ aﬁ there, and such I

i = UShecia Y amone s

fever did see, before pop BinCe e S



./.

e FO R —_—e

IEMPEHANEE SONG BODKS

SEND TO THE

Woman's Temperance Publishing Association.

WE KEEP uN HAND:

MARCHING SONGS No.z Price 1oc

*RCHING SONGS No.z, ¢ 10C

VOR THE Y W.C. T.U. * 25¢c

v IBBON VIBRATIONS ¢ 35¢
quickly t.

1 slipping »° e
Han e

ALSO SKEET MUSIC FOR SPEGIAL
OCCASIONS,

For these supplies address

Woman's Temperance Publishing Association.



